SAS Connection

Dear friends,

Happy summer to alll Many of us will take time during the
warm Michigan summer to enjoy a much needed vacation
and catch up with family and friends. It always strikes me
how the good people of Michigan make the most of the
warm weather. Shorts and sandals are eagerly worn as soon
as the temps hit mid 60’s. Flowers are abundant everywhere.
Long-barren trees and lawns show vibrant, lush shades of
green. We eat outdoors, swarm to our beaches and enjoy
outdoor sports.

While the warm summer is here, it is also true that acts of
sexual violence know no season. Our work does not cease
during these “carefree” days of summer. In fact, we are
sometimes busier than ever during this time of year. We are
here to help.

o Crisis advocates and sexual assault nurse examiners (SANE)
are on-call every day, every hour to respond to survivors in
need.

e Our counseling staff is ready and available to be a listen-
ing ear which is helpful.

e The Child Advocacy Center is here to help children and
families by ensuring their safety. They also engage system
professionals to stop further abuse.

e Community Educators can be called to provide information
about our services and to offer sexual assault prevention
programs for audiences of all ages.

If you or someone you know needs help after a sexual
assault or if you want to join us in our work as a volunteer
please contact us. During business hours, call (269) 245-
3925 or the 24-hour crisis line at (888) 383-2192.

Peace and sunshine to you
this summer,

Joyce Siegel, LMSW,
SAS Program Manager

Many Thanks to our Partners in
Kalamazoo and Van Buren Counties

We are pleased to work closely with our colleagues at
Gryphon Place, the YWCA of Kalamazoo and the Domestic
Violence Coalition in Paw Paw. Survivors of sexual assault
throughout our region are provided expert crisis services
through these important partnerships.

Gryphon Place received the 2017 Outstanding
Professional Partner award.

The Domestic Violence Coalition of Paw Paw.

Sexual Assault Services



Awards Event and Awardees

On April 19, we thanked and recognized our volunteers and
community partners for their outstanding work in helping
survivors of sexual assault. Over 120 people joined us at the
Riverside Country Club for dinner, awards and inspirational
performance by Kinetic Affect! We are proud to partner with so
many caring, compassionate people throughout our region.

The following awards were presented:

e The Douglas Mehlhorn, M.D. Memorial Award for Outstand-
ing Community Volunteerism: Nicole Clemens, Advocate

¢ \/olunteer Victim Advocates: Over 30 volunteers received
recognition for their dedication and thousands of hours they
served

e SAS Intern Recognition: Stacey Konkle and Jennifer Hudson

® The LaVern Brann Memorial Award for Outstanding Service in
the Criminal Justice Field: Detective Randy Reinstein, Battle
Creek Police Department

e Champion for Children Award: Maria Yeary, Calhoun
County Children’s Services, Department of Health and Human
Services

e Qutstanding Community Advocates: Patti Manning,
Lakeview High School and Brenda Hunt, President and CEO,
Battle Creek Community Foundation

e SANE Program Honors: Sarah Brown, DO, Child Abuse
Pediatrician, Bronson Children’s Hospital

¢ Qutstanding Professional Partner: Gryphon Place

¢ Regional Advocacy Award: Mallory Kruizenga, Sexual
Assault Advocate, YWCA of Kalamazoo

® Regional Organization Award: Domestic Violence Coalition,
Paw Paw




Calhoun County Sexual Assault
Cold Case Team

SAS is part of the Sexual Assault Cold Case Team in the
Calhoun County Prosecuting Attorney’s office. This team
consists of:

¢ Michelle Richardson, special prosecutor from the Michigan
Attorney General's office

e Jerry Stonebraker, investigator

e Joyce Siegel, SAS advocate/counselor

¢ Jennifer Hudson, SAS advocate/counselor

The team is supported by Calhoun County Prosecutor David
Gilbert. The SAS SANE staff is also a big part of this effort.
The team provides help with the untested sexual assault
evidence kits from years past. So far, the team has worked
with about 12 victims from these cold cases. Several cases
are pending. The first conviction recently resulted in a long
sentence for the defendant. SAS is honored to be part of this
very important work to bring justice and peace to survivors
who have waited to be heard.

Sexual Assault Advocate Training

Congrats to our new staff and volunteers who completed
the sexual assault advocate training in March 2017.

Our new volunteers and staff trainees are:

e Jannette Richmond-Kern e Allison Bartha

e Tami Gregg e Elizabeth Walters

e Kelly Dunmire e Deb Brunner

e Sarah Jones

Child Abuse Prevention Walk

On April 26, SAS teamed up with staff at the The Hart-
Dole-Inouye Federal Center family advocacy program to
observe National Child Abuse Prevention Month. Blue
pinwheels were placed around the property. Members of
the community, including children, walked a mile around
the federal center to raise awareness of child abuse and
prevention.




Sexual Assault Services

36 W. Manchester St.
Battle Creek, MI 49037
(269) 245-3925

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County Mission Statement
Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County is committed to providing empathic, non-judgmental,
comprehensive services, support and advocacy for survivors and others affected by sexual assault or abuse;
raising awareness of sexual assault; and engaging others to help in holding offenders accountable and to
achieve a community free of sexual violence.
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Bronson Battle Creek is a major partner with Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County, donating space and in-kind services, making Sexual Assault Services
a department of Bronson Battle Creek. This project is funded by Grant No. 20448-19V15 awarded to Bronson Battle Creek, by the Michigan Crime Victim
Services Commission. The agreement award of $725,000 (80%) of the project, comes from the Federal Crime Victims Fund, established by the Victims of
Crime Act of 1984 administered by the Office of Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. Bronson Battle Creek provides

the required match valued at $181,250 by the use of volunteers. Sexual Assault Services wishes to thank the Michigan Domestic Violence Sexual Assault
Prevention and Treatment Board for their financial support of this project. This project was supported by Grant No. 99-WF-NX-0026 by the Bureau of Justice
Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. (STOP GRANT) Sexual Assault Services receives an accredited center grant from the
National Children’s Alliance/MI Chapter of the NCA. Sexual Assault Services also receives in-kind support from Oaklawn Hospital and Crossroads Church and
Ministries in Marshall. Sexual Assault Services is a United Way of the Battle Creek and Kalamazoo Region Community Solutions Partner. Other current funding
sources include: The W.K. Kellogg Foundation, The Battle Creek Community Foundation, The Miller Foundation, The Marshall United Way and the Bronson
Health Foundation. Donations have been received from the Marshall Exchange Club and many generous individuals and organizations.

Assistance is available to Victims of Crime who wish to apply for Crime Victims Compensation. Visit the SAS Website: www.sascc.net
All Services are Free of Charge.



