SAS Connection

Much to Be Proud of
in Our First 20 Years

Congratulations, Calhoun County! In 1996, our community
came together at a summit to discuss and hear about ways to
best address the issue of sexual violence in Calhoun County.
Support from W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) and Battle
Creek Community Foundation (BCCF) among others brought
a group of concerned citizens and professionals to the table to
hear a needs assessment report from consultants. Out of that
summit, community members agreed on five program areas
for implementation:

e 24-hour crisis victim advocacy

e 24-hour Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) program

e A children’s advocacy program

e Community education and prevention programming

e Offender treatment

I am proud to say that except for offender treatment*, all of
these initiatives have been implemented through the collabora-
tion of a multi-disciplinary effort with SAS!

| am honored to express our endless gratitude to Bronson Battle
Creek, Bronson Healthcare Group and Bronson Health Founda-
tion for giving us a home, giving us support, embracing us as
employees and truly facilitating the ability for us to build and
grow this amazing program.

We have assisted thousands of survivors in our programs at
SAS since beginning in 1996. Each year we see between 800
and 1,000 individuals for all services — about 200 child inter-
views at the Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) and about 350
people for counseling. Around 100 medical-forensic exams in
Calhoun County (many more when we look at our recently
expanded regional programming) and thousands of children,
youth and adults receive sexual assault prevention programs
and awareness activities in schools and other organizations.
Despite the high numbers of cases and survivors seen, we
know it is just the tip of the iceberg. We know that most
survivors never tell.

Over the next 20 years, we will continue working to help
survivors and prevent sexual violence. All of this will be done
with your support, our partners in the work. We would not
exist if you did not call us for help or send survivors to us

for assistance. If schools did not agree to invite us in to help
prevent sexual abuse, we could not do our work. Congratu-
lations to this fine community, for asking questions, making
a commitment and working with us for 20 years.

With much gratitude, *Offender treatment
is provided by other

L organizations in

the community.

Joyce Siegel, LMSW,
SAS Program Manager

SAS Celebrates 20 Years

Our 20th Anniversary Gala Dinner was a huge success!
Thank you to all of our sponsors and those who attended

to recognize our volunteers, staff and our community

for a job well done. We were honored to welcome guest
speaker Elizabeth Smart, who provided
inspiration to us all with her amazing
story of survival and healing. Over 350
people attended her keynote address
at Kellogg Community College and
200 guests heard her speak at the
Gala Dinner. We are proud of the great
work done over the past 20 years and
of our community, too.

Elizabeth Smart

“Hope & Healing” Art Exhibition

“"Hope & Healing,” an art exhibit in collaboration with the
Art Center of Battle Creek, opened on March 31 and ran
through April 23. Art pieces created by survivors of sexual
assault, many of whom are clients of SAS, helped illustrate
the healing journey many survivors experience. Art by the
SAS staff was also displayed and interactive work invited
participation of those viewing the exhibit. “Hope & Healing”
had 437 visitors to the exhibit.

Sexual Assault Services
of Calhoun County



SAS Recognizes 20 Years of Volunteer Service

Having volunteered and worked for the past 17 years in a field
that supports people impacted by sexual violence, I've seen
many changes. For example, we know a lot more about sexual
assault and the way in which trauma affects the brain. This
knowledge has helped us to better understand “why"” sexual
assault survivors might behave in ways that seem contradictory.

According to David Lisak, Ph.D., “The memory of a traumatic
experience is not encoded in the same way as is a normal
experience. Often, a traumatized person cannot generate the
kind of narrative memory that we can normally muster for an
important experience. Their memories are often fragmented,
out of sequence and filled with gaps.”

Having that crucial information is extremely helpful to law en-
forcement, medical professionals and victim advocates. Know-
ing that trauma can cause mayhem with someone’s memory,
often making it impossible to remember what happened in a
chronological manner, will go a long way in understanding how
to provide compassionate and respectful advocacy for survivors.
Being able to share the brain trauma information with a survivor
of sexual assault can be life changing; making sense of what
otherwise might seem irrational. When survivors are provided
with this knowledge, and have a greater understanding of the
impact of trauma, they are more likely to experience long-term
healing and self-compassion.

SAS is fortunate to have a committed group of volunteer
victim advocates who are willing to be part of a solution
that promotes positive social change. That, along with their
compassionate support and non-judgmental acceptance will
greatly facilitate recovery for survivors of sexual violence.

Sexual Assault Services volunteers

SAS Welcomes New Staff

Earlier this year, SAS welcomed the following new staff members:

Allison Stacy, administrative specialist/victim advocate
Laurie Sweet, RN, sexual assault nurse examiner
Diana Vescoso, RN, sexual assault nurse examiner

All of these staff changes are helping to facilitate the continued

growth and expansion of our services across the region.

Each year we present one of our volunteers with the Douglas
Mehlhorn M.D. Memorial Award for Outstanding
Community Volunteerism and Service. This year we are
delighted to present the award to Corinne Harter. Corinne
has volunteered with SAS as a victim advocate for almost
four years accumulating 1,449 hours of on-call time.

Corinne is a reporter for the Marshall Advisor & Chronicle. She
came to know SAS while doing a story on our “2010 Sum-
mit to Fight Interpersonal
Violence” in which one of
the workshops featured a
panel of survivors who had
experienced child sexual
abuse and/or sexual assault
in their lifetime.

Soon after writing the

story, Corinne expressed

an interest in our volunteer
program and registered for
the next training, and the
rest as they say, is history!
Corinne puts so much heart into each and every call she goes
on. What is also impressive about her work as an advocate

is after she does all she can for survivors while with them,

she remains concerned about their aftercare once they leave
our site. By being so empathetic and accommodating to the
needs of those she works with she learns a lot about some of
the struggles they face, and she takes it to heart. She has told
me many times, that she “loves serving.” | believe that is an
understatement.

Corinne Harter with Joyce Siegel

Besides getting up in the middle of the night and spending
hours with survivors and their family members, offering a
listening ear, referral information, and kind, gentle care, she
covers all of our events. This includes our annual volunteer
recognition dinner, which she is a part of with the other
volunteers who are honorees. Although it should be a time
for her to sit back and enjoy the evening with the rest of

the advocates, she insists on covering the event and writing
about it for the paper, because she truly does love what she
does. Congratulations to Corinne and all the other volunteer
advocates, past and present who have helped so many people
for 20 years. We could not do the work without them.

— Pam Buchko, volunteer coordinator/
victim advocate

Staff Changes

Krista Fletcher, the former
administrative specialist/victim
advocate, is now the new
information and financial analyst.



The LaVern Brann Memorial Award for
Outstanding Service in Criminal Justice

The staff of Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County
awarded Det. Scott Silverman, BCPD the LaVern Brann
Memorial Award in memory of Det. LaVern Brann, to
recognize outstanding work with sexual assault cases in the
criminal justice field.

Det. Silverman consistently works with
our staff to assist victims of sexual
assault, and has done so over a long
period of time. We appreciate his
strong, thorough investigations, with
important attention to the needs and
feelings of victims. We have personally
witnessed his empathic and passionate
work with survivors who have endured
horrific abuse. His work with them has
made a difference in important criminal
justice outcomes. We are fortunate to work with Det.
Silverman, whose collaboration with our staff at SAS as well
as with other community professionals is commendable.

Det. Scott Silverman

The Champion for Children Award

The 2016 Champion for Children award was given to

the entire Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT) that serves our
Children’s Advocacy Center. The ongoing commitment,
dedication and valuable contribution to assisting families
and survivors of severe physical and sexual abuse is
commendable. Participation on the case review team makes
a difference in ensuring child safety, providing resources and
counseling needed for healing and helps to hold offenders
accountable. The success of the team model is critical for the
process of safety and healing for children and their families.
This team recognizes the importance of sharing essential
information and professional expertise to make informed
decisions about these cases. Serving on the MDT can be
difficult and challenging, yet this team meets the challenge.
The CAC would not be successful without participation and
dedication to the work of our MDT. We are grateful and
proud to have them on our team and we recognize that they
go above and beyond to help ensure safety and healing for
children and to hold offenders accountable.

— Dannielle Kostrab-Boyd, LMSW, CAC coordinator

The Multi-Disciplinary Team of Children’s Advocacy Center

Outstanding Community Advocate Award

Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County provides sexual
assault prevention education, community awareness activities
and systems collaboration in order to reduce sexual violence
in our community. Between January 1 and March 31 of
2016, our sexual assault prevention
educator provided 59 school-based,
educational presentations to 1,449 par-
ticipants ranging from preschoolers to
adults. Training topics included sexual
abuse prevention, healthy relationships
and sexual assault prevention.

SAS recognizes that community en-
gagement is critical to the prevention
of sexual assault. Each year we honor
outstanding community advocates who
go above and beyond to create a community free of sexual
violence. This year we are proud to honor Josh Harter as

our Outstanding Community Advocate. Josh is an educator
from Battle Creek Central High School. This inspiring teacher
invites our sexual assault prevention educator in to his class-
room each year. He utilizes young adult literature to teach his
9th grade English students awareness and empathy for sexual
assault survivors. He creates a safe learning environment for
youth to engage in thoughtful and reflective discussion and
apply learning to their own lives and community. Through
his work with youth he is truly making a positive impact and
preventing sexual violence.

Josh Harter

— Laurie Hartman, community education
and resource coordinator

2016 SANE Honors

The 2016 SANE Honors were received by Naomi Jackson,
Margaret Harvey, Karen Ganger and Linda Leensvaart. These
four kind women make small blankets and attach stuffed
toys to them for comfort of child victims of sexual assault
and child abuse who are taken care of at the Child Advocacy
Clinic at Bronson Children’s Hospital. These women are
dedicated to helping our patients who are often in crisis
when we are caring for them. Thank you so much!

The 2016 SANE Honors recipients volunteer to comfort
child victims of sexual assault and abuse by making small
blankets with stuffed toys for them.



Sexual Assault Services
of Calhoun County

36 W. Manchester St.
Battle Creek, MI 49037
(269) 245-3925

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County Mission Statement
Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County is committed to providing empathic, non-judgmental,
comprehensive services, support and advocacy for survivors and others affected by sexual assault or abuse;
raising awareness of sexual assault; and engaging others to help in holding offenders accountable and to
achieve a community free of sexual violence.
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Bronson Battle Creek is a major partner with Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County, donating space and in-kind services, making Sexual Assault Services
a department of Bronson Battle Creek. This project is funded by Grant No. 20448-19V15 awarded to Bronson Battle Creek, by the Michigan Crime Victim
Services Commission. The agreement award of $725,000 (80%) of the project, comes from the Federal Crime Victims Fund, established by the Victims of
Crime Act of 1984 administered by the Office of Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. Bronson Battle Creek provides
the required match valued at $181,250 by the use of volunteers. Sexual Assault Services wishes to thank the Michigan Domestic Violence Sexual Assault
Prevention and Treatment Board for their financial support of this project. This project was supported by Grant No. 99-WF-NX-0026 by the Bureau of Justice
Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. (STOP GRANT) Sexual Assault Services receives an accredited center grant from the
National Children’s Alliance/MI Chapter of the NCA. Sexual Assault Services also receives in-kind support from Oaklawn Hospital and Crossroads Church and
Ministries in Marshall. Sexual Assault Services is a United Way of the Battle Creek and Kalamazoo Region Community Solutions Partner. Other current funding
sources include: The W.K. Kellogg Foundation, The Battle Creek Community Foundation, The Miller Foundation, The Marshall United Way and the Bronson
Health Foundation. Donations have been received from the Marshall Exchange Club and many generous individuals and organizations.

Assistance is available to Victims of Crime who wish to apply for Crime Victims Compensation. Visit the SAS Website: www.sascc.net
All Services are Free of Charge.



