
 
 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR NAVIGATING THE CMS WEBSITE 

 

1. Open Internet Explorer and type in the web address for The Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services (CMS) (http://www.cms.gov). This will bring you to the home page for 

CMS. 

 

 
2. In the CMS Programs and Information box, click on Resources and Tools. 

 

 

 

http://www.cms.gov/default.asp?
http://www.cms.gov/default.asp?


3. Under Site Resources and Tools > Medicare >click on Medicare Coverage Database.  

This site contains National Coverage Determination (NCDs), National Coverage Analyses 

(NCAs) and Local Medical Review Policy (LMRPs). 

 

 
 

4. On this page: 

a) Select both National Coverage and Local Coverage Documents to search the entire 

database.  (You will want to know if there is local coverage to follow for the information 

you need or if a National Coverage Determination will apply). 

b) Select Michigan under the Geographic area. 

c) Enter the CPT or HCPCS code for the procedure code for inquiry and click on Search by 

Type.  (For our example inquiry we entered the radiology CPT procedure code for CT 

Brain (Head) w/o Contrast – 70450) 

  

 

 



 

5. Scroll all the way down the page to find the section labeled Local Coverage Determination 

for the procedure in question. Go to the section with the Contractor Type: “FI (Fiduciary 

Intermediary) and Contractor Name:  Wisconsin Physicians Service Insurance 

Corporation.  Click on Computerized Tomography in this section.  This will take you to the 

license agreement for use of “Physicians’ Current Procedural Terminology”. 

 

 
 

6. License Agreement for use of “Physicians’ Current Procedural Terminology”.   

 

 
 

7. Scroll down to the bottom of this document and click Accept. 

 
 

Now – go to lunch while you search this enormous data base for your desired information. 

Just kidding – be patient, this takes a while! 



 

 

8. Your selected LCD will then be displayed. 

 
 

9. From the blue drop-down box choose: ICD-9 codes That Support Medical Necessity.  

These codes are listed in anatomic sections.  Choose a payable diagnosis code from the 

list which can be supported in your medical record.  You also have the ability here to 

see which codes would not pass for compliance reasons. Click Go. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



ICD-9 Codes that Support Medical Necessity  
 
Below is one example of a code that would be payable for the CPT code inquiry search. 

 

 
 

 

Happy hunting! 

 

This document was created with radiology procedures in mind; however, the process should be 

the same when searching for other CPT/HCPCS codes. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this process or other coding questions for radiology 

procedures, please contact: 

 

Lori Stephayn, RCC, CPC 

Bronson Methodist Hospital 

Clinical Documentation Specialist 

269-341-8020 

stephayl@bronsonhg.org 

 

 

If you have any questions regarding this document or wish to have this document sent to you 

electronically, please feel free to contact me.  Thank you. 

 

Jill Vroegindewey, CMA 

Physician Liaison 

Bronson Healthcare Group 

269-341-8860    Office phone 

269-341-6898    Fax 

269-720-8623    Cell phone 

vroeginj@bronsonhg.org 
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