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Dear friends, 

2016 marked our 20th year of providing sexual assault ser-
vices to those in need across the southwest Michigan region. 
What a wonderful year it has been! Some highlights include:

•	� Our “Hope & Healing” Art Exhibit collaboration at the Battle 
Creek Art Center 

•	� A community forum at Kellogg Community College featur-
ing Elizabeth Smart, speaker and sexual assault survivor

•	� Our 20th Annual Volunteer and Community Recognition 
banquet featuring keynote speaker Elizabeth Smart

•	� The reception at Malia’s, hosted by the Battle Creek Com-
munity Foundation, to celebrate  our 20 years of service 
to the community and the announcement of The Betty J. 
Christ Endowment Fund for Sexual Assault Services

•	� A book discussion and collaboration with Battle Creek 
Books, featuring nationally acclaimed local author Bonnie Jo 
Campbell

Most importantly, we have continued to expand our services 
regionally by providing the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner 
program in Calhoun, Kalamazoo and Van Buren Counties 
at six sites. This included a growing and active collaboration 
with the YWCA, Bronson Methodist Hospital and Bronson 
Children’s Hospital in Kalamazoo, the Domestic Violence 
Coalition and Bronson LakeView Hospital in Paw Paw, and 
Bronson Battle Creek. Additionally, the Bronson Health Foun-
dation has continued to help financially support our services. 
As a result of our dedication and these growing partnerships, 
we have been able to continue the delivery of expert crisis 
response, including advocacy and medical treatment to vic-
tims of sexual assault.

In November, Sexual Assault Services completed a quality as-
surance site visit audit from the Michigan Domestic and Sexual 
Violence Prevention and Treatment Board. This governor-ap-
pointed board is a part of the Department of Health and Hu-
man Services (DHHS) and provides our organization with the 
necessary funding we need to continue our work. During this 
visit, we were rated on 135 core standards and 27 advanced 
standards. We met 100 percent of the core standards and 96 
percent of the advanced standards. The rating team com-
mended us on exceeding both the core and advanced stan-
dards at a rate of 11 percent. They also were impressed  with 
our consistent commitment to providing high quality services 
to those we serve in our community. 

In addition, I also received positive feedback and comments 
about the strength of our services. I was honored by the 
kind words and encouragement — especially that we have 
a wonderful, passionate staff and volunteers who put our 
patients and clients at the center of everything we do. There is 
no greater compliment we could receive from those outside of 
our organization. 

After 19 years of personal service to Sexual Assault Services, 
I am more proud than ever to be a part of this team. I know 
that the next 20 years will bring us further along in serving 
more survivors who need us. Together, we will raise aware-
ness and education to bring us even closer to ending sexual 
violence in our communities.

I give thanks for you all and wish you peace.

Sexual Assault Services

Joyce Siegel, LMSW
System Manager, Sexual Assault Services

SAS Welcomes New Staff

This year, we welcomed the following new staff 
members:

•	� Jannette Richmond-Kern, BAS, RN, SANE, joined 
the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) team in 
July. Jannette has been a nurse at Bronson since 
2014. We also worked with her in previous years 
when she was a detective for Albion Public Safety.

•	� Elizabeth Walters, LMSW, joined the SAS Child 
Advocacy Center as a forensic interview specialist in 
October. Elizabeth previously worked for the State of 
Michigan DHHS in foster care, adoption and children’s 
protective services.

We welcome both of these very talented professionals 
to our staff!



“Darkness to Light: Stewards of  
Children®” Prevention Program Available

The Betty J. Christ Endowment Fund for 
Sexual Assault Services Announced

SAS and Battle Creek Books Partner for Book Discussion

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
one in four girls and one in six boys will be sexually abused 
before the age of eighteen. Sexual Assault Services is pleased 
to announce the availability of a new program in Calhoun 
County that gives adults the tools and information needed 
to protect children from abuse. Thanks to grant funding 
provided by the Marshall Community Foundation, our SAS 
community educator is now a certified facilitator of Darkness 
to Light’s Stewards of Children® curriculum.  

Stewards of Children® is a two and a half hour evidence- 
based workshop that teaches adults how to recognize, pre-
vent and respond to child sexual abuse. Trainings are available 
at no cost to the public and can be of specific interest to 

schools, camps, churches 
or any organization serving 
youth. If your organization is 
interested in learning more 
or setting up a workshop for 
staff, volunteers or parents, 
please contact our com- 
munity educator at 
(269) 245-3837.

On September 26, a festive 20-year anniversary celebration and 
reception was hosted by the Battle Creek Community Foun-
dation at Malia’s restaurant in Battle Creek. Many community 
members, SAS staff and volunteers gathered to recognize the 
work that SAS has done throughout Calhoun County for the 
past twenty years. A surprise announcement of the new Betty 
J. Christ Endowment Fund for Sexual Assault Services was 
announced during the reception, with funds totaling $21,000 
already in place. The fund is named after Betty Christ, a long-
time supporter and champion of Sexual Assault Services since 
our beginning in 1996. We are proud to honor Betty and her 
unfailing dedication to sexual assault survivors. The fund will 

be held at the Battle Creek 
Community Foundation and 
accepts donations to secure 
the strong future of SAS for 
years to come. If you would 
like to contribute to this fund, 
visit www.bccfoundation.org. 
We thank Brenda Hunt and 
the Battle Creek Community 
Foundation for their support 
of SAS and for establishing 
this important fund.

On November 7, nationally recognized local author Bonnie 
Jo Campbell read from and discussed her books with the 
community and members of the SAS staff at Battle Creek 
Books. Bonnie Jo recently gifted several copies of her novel, 
“Once Upon A River,” to SAS clients and staff. The novel, 
which chronicles a survivor’s journey, led to discussion about 
the author’s process of writing and accurately portraying 
her character’s experiences. We thank Bonnie Jo Campbell, 
Battle Creek Books and SAS therapist Maureen McNamara 
for making this event possible. 

SAS founder Betty J. Christ (left) 
with Joyce Siegel, SAS system
manager. (Shelly Sulser, Battle 
Creek Shopper News)

The new Stewards of Children® 
program is now available in 
Calhoun County.

Local author Bonnie Jo Campbell speaks to community members 
and SAS staff at Battle Creek Books.

Supporting Our Cause

To donate to SAS, visit sascc.net or send a check to:
    Sexual Assault Services
    36 W. Manchester
    Battle Creek, MI 49037

All proceeds help support our sexual assault prevention 
education program. 



Child Advocacy Center News

Annual Holiday Party

With our numbers on track to be the highest ever for interviews 
and services to children and families, 2016 has been a busy 
year for CAC! We welcomed Elizabeth Walters to our team as 
a forensic interview specialist in October. She brings a wealth of 
experience and skill to this position. In addition, we have imple-
mented the use of a new digital recording system to complete 
a much-needed upgrade to our equipment. This upgrade will 
be implemented at the Marshall site early next year to bring 
consistency to both locations. 

On December 1, we had our annual client holiday party. There 
was a great turnout for food, crafts and holiday photos with 
our facility dog, Matty. Many thanks to Crossroads Church for a 
donation that made this event a festive time for our clients. We 
enjoyed providing some much-welcomed fun and cheer at this 
time of year!

SANE Program News
During the spring season, the SANE team prepared for the 
expansion of services to our newest location at Bronson 
LakeView Hospital (BLH) in Paw Paw. The team received a 
tremendous amount of support from SAS system manager, 
Joyce Siegel, Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) coordinator 
Dannielle Kostrab, as well as the advocacy service providers 
in Van Buren and St. Joseph counties. Together, we trained 
victim advocates for our crisis response team.  BLH leaders 
were very helpful in identifying space, developing policy and 
making our team feel welcome in their facility. We officially 
opened the site for services and cared for our first patient on 
July 9 and have cared for over 10 patients since then.   

SANE staff attended training for child abuse care, 
general forensic nursing practice and leadership, human 
trafficking, untested sexual assault kit issue leadership 
and management, and domestic violence recognition and 
intervention. Team members provided education to victim 
advocates in our nine county service areas, nursing students 
in our region, and medical staff locally and state-wide.  

SAS Welcomes New Volunteers

The following people completed SAS new volunteer victim 
advocate training in Battle Creek during October:  

•	� Marianne Gillum-Frantz, Melissa Pugh, Hannah Schoon, 
Jennifer Hudson and Stacey Konkle. These volunteers now 
work on an on-call basis.  

•	� Shoni Newhouse, Brandon McKinney and Breanne 
Whitfield took the training for informational purposes.  

The following people completed SAS new volunteer victim advocate training in Paw Paw during 2016: 
•	Amy Foster, Melanie Hooker, Connie O’Brien, Chris McComis, Danielle Smith, Lucretia Vantuyle, Marie 
Delooff, Frederick Hartfield, Diana Householder, Melissa Hernandez, Jennifer Fleeman and Kate Getman. 

We also thank Lindsay Nixon, former Calhoun County SAS volunteer, who recently joined the Paw Paw group! 
Thanks to all of these volunteers for taking the time to learn more about supporting those affected by sexual violence.  



Battle Creek

Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County Mission Statement
 
Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County is committed to providing empathic, non-judgmental, 
comprehensive services, support and advocacy for survivors and others affected by sexual assault or abuse; 
raising awareness of sexual assault; and engaging others to help in holding offenders accountable and to 
achieve a community free of sexual violence.

Bronson Battle Creek is a major partner with Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County, donating space and in-kind services, making Sexual Assault Services 
a department of Bronson Battle Creek. This project is funded by Grant No. 20448-19V15 awarded to Bronson Battle Creek, by the Michigan Crime Victim 
Services Commission. The agreement award of $725,000 (80%) of the project, comes from the Federal Crime Victims Fund, established by the Victims of 
Crime Act of 1984 administered by the Office of Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. Bronson Battle Creek provides 
the required match valued at $181,250 by the use of volunteers. Sexual Assault Services wishes to thank the Michigan Domestic Violence Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Treatment Board for their financial support of this project. This project was supported by Grant No. 99-WF-NX-0026 by the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. (STOP GRANT) Sexual Assault Services receives an accredited center grant from the 
National Children’s Alliance/MI Chapter of the NCA. Sexual Assault Services also receives in-kind support from Oaklawn Hospital and Crossroads Church and 
Ministries in Marshall. Sexual Assault Services is a United Way of the Battle Creek and Kalamazoo Region Community Solutions Partner. Other current funding 
sources include: The W.K. Kellogg Foundation, The Battle Creek Community Foundation, The Miller Foundation, The Marshall United Way and the Bronson 
Health Foundation. Donations have been received from the Marshall Exchange Club and many generous individuals and organizations.

Assistance is available to Victims of Crime who wish to apply for Crime Victims Compensation. Visit the SAS Website: www.sascc.net
All Services are Free of Charge.

36 W. Manchester St.
Battle Creek, MI 49037
(269) 245-3925

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Child Advocacy Center
(269) 245-3835

sascc.net

facebook.com/SAScalhoun
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