SAS Connection

Sexual Assault Services Team Members
Honored and Recognized for Great Work

Recently, one of our volunteers
recounted a statement she heard in
training from a Sexual Assault Services’
(SAS) staff member. This statement
has stayed with her, resonated with
her and continually inspired her to
advocate for sexual assault victims.

| cannot state it perfectly, but the
statement is something like this:
“Every time a survivor chooses to
share their story, to sit with me in their
pain, it is an honor.”

I am honored to be a part of the SAS
team. Since beginning work here in
1997, | have known that honor in so
many ways. Working with an amazing,
dedicated staff team; working with
community volunteers who exemplify
generosity, grace and courage;
working with community partners
who have made great changes to
work together with us — what an
honor. We encounter survivors of
sexual assault as they seek help in
making right what has gone wrong.
The fact that they choose to come
forward for assistance, partnership,
hope and healing, and that we are
invited on that journey with them, is
the greatest honor of all.

This summer, the SAS team has
received honors and recognition for
our work.

e Our volunteers were recognized as
finalists for the annual Governor's
Service Awards, and our long-time
(now retired) volunteer advocate,
Pat Graw, received the Continuing
Service Award for her work at SAS
from HandsOn Battle Creek.

¢ \We were also asked by one of our
state funders to develop and expand
our regional sexual assault nurse
examiner (SANE) services to a larger
geographic region because of our
history of excellent work.

e Our Child Advocacy Center (CAC)
received positive feedback regarding
the services provided to families, and
in particular, about our collaborative,
multi-disciplinary team.

e Members of our staff participated
on sexual assault policy development
and sexual assault kit revision at the
state level.

It feels great to be recognized and
rewarded for a job well done. It is also
great to know that our efforts have
raised awareness of the issue of sexual
assault as well as improved services
here and throughout Michigan.

Reflecting on the honors we have
received brings me back around to the
purpose of our existence. We are here
to serve survivors and to work with
others to seek justice while ending the
violence. It is only in truly honoring
those we serve and partnering with
them that we can hope to continue in
our mission.

With much gratitude,

Joyce Siegel, LMSW,
SAS Program Manager

SAS Welcomes
New Staff

In June, Jeff LaPonsie, LLMSW,
began in the family advocate/therapist
position at the CAC. Jeff is a former
intern of SAS, and brings excellent
knowledge and skills from his previous
experience at the West Michigan
Children’s Trauma and Assessment
Center, Starr Commonwealth and
Allegan Community Mental Health.

In August, Debra McEldowney,
MSN, RN, SANE-A, joined our
SANE team. Deb was one of our
original SANEs back in 1998 when
the program started. Recently, she
has worked as the SANE coordinator
in Jackson County and a nursing
educator. We are so pleased to have
Deb back on our team!

In September, Laurie Hartman joined
our team as the new community
education and resource coordinator.
Laurie has a background in special
education, health education for
Kalamazoo Regional Educational
Service Agency and work with at-risk
families.

Tracy Foster is working as a
counseling intern from Spring Arbor
University. She began as a volunteer
advocate in the spring and will
continue her work as a therapist and
advocate for SAS clients through
April 2016.

Lucas Hurzeler is working as a
Master of Social Work intern from
Western Michigan University in the
trauma-focused cognitive behavioral
therapy program.

Welcome to all of our new SAS team
members — we are very glad to have
you with us!

Sexual Assault Services
of Calhoun County



Child Advocacy Center has Reaccreditation Site Visit

On August 10, the Child Advocacy Center (CAC) had its
reaccreditation site review visit from the National Children’s
Alliance (NCA). The NCA's mission is to promote and support
communities in providing a coordinated investigation and
comprehensive response to child victims of abuse through
Children’s Advocacy Centers and Multidisciplinary Teams.
The NCA offers a national evidence- supported accreditation
system to CACs to ensure abused children are provided the
highest quality care. Our CAC received full accreditation

in 2005 and was awarded reaccreditation in 2010. As part
of the process, team members worked on an application
package that was submitted six months prior to the site
review date. The NCA has 10 Standards that must be met in
order to receive accreditation/reaccreditation.

The 10 standards are:

e Case review

e Case tracking

e Child focused setting
Cultural competency and diversity
Forensic interviews

Medical evaluation

Mental health
Multidisciplinary team
Organizational capacity

e Victim support and advocacy

Collaboration Anncounced
with Bronson Methodist Hospital
Child Abuse Pediatrician

In May, SAS began a partnership with the Bronson Children’s
Hospital and their child abuse pediatrician, Sarah Brown,

DO. Our sexual assault nurse examiners work closely with

Dr. Brown to make sure that pediatric
patients who have experienced child
abuse receive expert, specialized
treatment. This is a very important
collaboration that strengthens the
response throughout our region for

child abuse victims.

Sarah Brown, DO

SAVE THE DATE!

Recognizing 20 Years of Community Service
April 20, 2016, 5:30 to 8 p.m.
Battle Creek Country Club

Join SAS staff as we commemorate 20 years
of service in the community.

Each standard has criteria for essential components and
rated criteria. A narrative was written that answered how
we meet each standard’s essential components and rated
criteria. There was a three part document that consisted of
necessary attachments that included our Calhoun County
child abuse protocol, policies, procedures, written forms and
statistics.

At the site review, our two site reviewers attended our
monthly case review meeting and had individual interviews
with representatives from our SAS Advisory Board, law
enforcement, prosecutor, child protective services, victim
advocacy, mental health, medical, forensic interviewer, CAC
coordinator and SAS program manager. At the end of our
review, the reviewers shared the strength of our team, our
excellent case review meeting and excellent manual.

We are feeling very positive about the site review. We will be
notified in October, after the NCA board meeting, about the
status of our reaccreditation. | feel very grateful to be a part
of this wonderful team in our community and to witness

the amazing growth of the program. We look forward to
strengthening our team and the continuation of providing
coordinated and child focused services to child victims of
sexual abuse and severe physical abuse in our community.

— Dannielle Kostrab-Boyd, LMSW, CAC Coordinator

Olivet College Partners with SAS
for “It’s On Us” Campaign

We are glad to partner with Olivet College in their recent
kick-off rally for the national “It's On Us” campaign to end
sexual assault on campus. On August 27, more than
two hundred students from athletics,
O__I_.-_JV_ET campus Greek organizations and
L O0LLEGE

other student groups joined
IT'S ON

college administrators, coaches
and leaders to take a pledge to
work together to end sexual
violence at Olivet. You can learn
more about this important
campaign at itsonus.org.



SAS Volunteer Victim Advocates Have a Busy Summer

June and July were very active months for SAS volunteer While at the conference, Margaret and Yolanda attended
victim advocates for many reasons. As always, they stayed many workshops on Social and Cultural Ramifications of
busy doing what they always do, offering sensitive one on Violence Against Women. They also watched a screening
one support and advocacy to individuals affected by sexual of a Sundance award winning film, The Hunting Ground,
violence. followed by discussion on sexual assault on college
On June 29, the Campuses.
SAS volunteers In addition, they watched a movie titled Healing Neen, a true
were celebrated story about Tonier ‘Neen’ Cain’s “rise from drug addiction,
along with multiple incarcerations and two decades of homelessness
volunteers to become an advocate and educator on the devastating
from all over impact of childhood abuse, and the need to rethink how we
Michigan at the treat the shattered adult’s traumatized children.” We thank
2015 Governor's them for sharing the information with SAS.

Service Awards.
The event was
held at Frederick
Meijer Gardens
in Grand Rapids.
Stevi Hegner,
one of the SAS volunteers representing the program that
evening, received a certificate of recognition for the group
from Governor Snyder for being selected as a finalist in the
Outstanding Volunteer Award category for outstanding
commitment and devotion to helping others.

On July 22, Pat Graw, who recently
“retired” as a volunteer advocate with
SAS, was honored by HandsOn Battle
Creek with the Continuing Service
Award, for her twenty years volunteering
with SAS. During those years Pat donated
11,298 hours of on-call time. We will
forever be grateful to her for being such
Pat Graw an amazing ambassador to SAS and
helping so many people during those
twenty years.

On July 16 and 17, SAS volunteers Margaret Vereen and
Yolanda Brewer attended the Women of Color Institute in
Bay City, through the Michigan Coalition Ending Domestic
and Sexual Violence of which SAS is a member. The MCEDSV
provides training, support, and legislative work for sexual
and domestic violence throughout the state.

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer victim advocate
for SAS, please contact Pam Buchko at (269) 245-3906
about our upcoming training starting October 3.

Beautiful, Welcoming
Murals Decorate Walls
at Child Advocacy Center

We are thankful to the Bronson Health Foundation
and to local artist Darcy Wellington for the beautiful
murals recently completed in the entrance to the
CAC. Itis a warm and welcoming place for children
and families now.

Darcy Wellington poses with some of her artwork at the Child
Advocacy Center.



Sexual Assault Services
of Calhoun County

36 W. Manchester St.
Battle Creek, MI 49037
(269) 245-3925

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County Mission Statement
Sexual Assault Services of Calhoun County is committed to providing empathic, non-judgmental,
comprehensive services, support and advocacy for survivors and others affected by sexual assault or abuse;
raising awareness of sexual assault; and engaging others to help in holding offenders accountable and to
achieve a community free of sexual violence.

@BRONSON H e|pN ot

Battle Creek

NATIONAL
CHILDREN'S
ALLIANCE"

Bronson Battle Creek is a major partner with Sexual Assault Services, donating space and in-kind services, making Sexual Assault Services a department of
Bronson Battle Creek. This project is funded by Grant No. 20448-17V13 awarded to Bronson Battle Creek, by the Michigan Crime Victim Services Commission.
The agreement award of $ 310,176 (80%) of the project, comes from the Federal Crime Victims Fund, established by the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
administered by the Office of Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. Bronson Battle Creek provides the required match
valued at $77,544 by the use of volunteers. Sexual Assault Services wishes to thank the Michigan Domestic Violence Sexual Assault Prevention and Treatment
Board for their financial support of this project. This project was supported by Grant No. 99-WF-NX-0026 by the Bureau of Justice Assistance, Office of
Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. (STOP GRANT) This project was supported by a Sexual Violence Prevention and Education Grant from the
Michigan Department of Community Health, Centers for Disease Control. Sexual Assault Services receives an accredited center grant from the National
Children’s Alliance/MI Chapter of the NCA. Sexual Assault Services also receives in-kind support from Oaklawn Hospital and Crossroads Church and Ministries
in Marshall, and St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Battle Creek. Sexual Assault Services is a United Way of the Battle Creek and Kalamazoo Region Community
Solutions Partner. Other current funding sources include: The Marshall United Way, and the Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Council. Donations have
been received from the Battle Creek Kiwanis Club, Marshall Exchange Club, and many generous individuals and organizations.

Assistance is available to Victims of Crime who wish to apply for Crime Victims Compensation. Visit the SAS Website: www.sascc.net
All Services are Free of Charge.



