
When babies have to stay in the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit for an extended 
period, families take comfort in having 
a heartbeat stuffed animal with a 
recording of their little one’s heartbeat 
to take home with them. These special 
animals are also cherished by bereaved 
families with recordings taken during end-
of-life care of children and adults.

Upgraded NICU cameras allow families 
to log in to see around-the-clock, real-time 
video of their little one. The 47 cameras 
purchased through donor funds feature 
monitors and a flexible base and arm to 
make sure the view is just right.

Members of the 
NICU and pediatric 
transport teams are 
ready to respond 
whenever babies 
or children need to 
be transported to 
or from Bronson 
Children’s Hospital. 
This past winter, they 
were able to stay 
warm thanks to these 
double-layered 
coats funded by a 
donor family. 

“We live an 
hour away. 
These mean 
so much to 
me and let me 
check on my 
baby any hour  
of the night!”

	 Mom of  
NICU patient

A Foundation-funded patient navigator 
and educator in Bronson Pediatric 
Hematology and Oncology helps children 
with sickle cell disease navigate the 
challenges of this lifelong condition. This 
educator also collaborates with primary 
care providers and emergency department 
teams, assists with a parent-led support 
group, and manages a transition  
clinic to adulthood. 

Spotlight Projects: Children’s Health



“We are committed 
to helping improve 
birth outcomes 
and reduce infant 
mortality for the 
families we serve.”

	 Abby Garey, case 
manager, Bronson 
LakeView Family Care

Bronson is one of many 
organizations who participate in 
a Community Baby Shower 
for families who live within the 
Van Buren Intermediate School 
District. The Foundation helps 
fund cribettes and car seats 
for families who need them. In 
2025, shower attendees each 
receive a complimentary diaper 
bag filled with useful items for 
breastfeeding, bathing essentials, 
safe sleep information and more. 
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Thanks to donor investment in technology, a 
new fetal echocardiogram is now available 
to assist pediatric cardiologists in identifying 
and diagnosing potential heart issues in 
utero. The new echo machine provides an 
incredibly clear picture and allows for earlier 
diagnosis so parents and providers can be 
informed, educated and prepared. 

Sometimes, babies who are heading home 
from the NICU will still need advanced care  
at home. This could involve tube feeding, 
stoma or tracheostomy care and more.  
Infant manikins allow families to practice 
skills on a lifelike doll so they have more 
confidence providing care for their newborns 
after leaving the hospital.



Spotlight Projects: Gifts in Action

New equipment at Bronson Cardiopulmonary 
Rehab in South Haven is providing patients with 
more opportunities to better their health. The donor-
funded upgrades include an accessible ergometer for 
arm exercises, step-through cross trainers, and additional 
cardiac monitors so more patients can be monitored at 
one time during group classes.

A renovation of space at 
Bronson Battle Creek’s 
Outpatient Rehabilitation 
provides an additional 
room for pelvic floor 
therapy. Highlights 
include the installation of a 
privacy curtain and sink, as 
well as anatomical artwork 
for both aesthetics and 
education.

“It really is 
something we 
desperately 
needed, so from 
the bottom of my 
heart, I say thank 
you. We are able 
to help so many 
more people a lot 
faster. They can 
have improved 
quality of life.” 

	 Amy Doepker, physical 
therapist, Bronson 
Battle Creek

SAS pet therapy dog, Chewy, provides 
comfort and companionship during 
difficult times.

Bronson Sexual Assault Services 
(SAS) provides support for more 
than 1,200 people a year. The work 
of this dedicated team is completely 
funded by grants and donations 
from the community. SAS includes 
individual and group therapy, a 
24-hour crisis line, a Children’s 
Advocacy Center in Calhoun 
County, and Sexual Assault Nurse 
Examiners in Calhoun, Van Buren 
and Kalamazoo Counties. SAS also 
provides courtroom advocacy for 
both children and adults. 

A SAS community educator visits schools 
to teach prevention education.



Survivor celebrations at Bronson Cancer 
Centers in Battle Creek and Kalamazoo feature 
interactive activities for cancer survivors like chair 
massages, yoga, art, snacks, raffle prizes and 
more. These events provide a little pampering and 

chance for 
connection 
outside of 
treatment 
for survivors 
and staff. 

The chapel at Bronson Methodist Hospital is 
used by visitors and employees as a place of 
comfort and reflection. It had become worn 
and outdated. Recently, the chapel received 
a refresh, including new artwork and 
upholstery, thanks to Foundation donations. 

“It’s someplace that 
families and employees 
can go to find their 
peace and their quiet. 
It now feels warm and 
hopeful.”

	 Employee, Bronson  
Methodist Hospital

In recognizing that healthcare workers need to 
prioritize their own mental health as they also care 
for others, Bronson Health Foundation supported the 
hiring of a full-time psychotherapist position, who 
provides care just for Bronson employees.

To relieve some of the strain on the 
emergency department, Bronson opened a 
new Urgent Care in downtown Kalamazoo. 
Several donors stepped up to help expedite 
the opening and provide upgrades to the 
space, along with child life supplies to ease 
visits for young patients. Sarah Sward brought 
her 4-year-old daughter here when she 
needed to be seen right away. “We needed 
help, and I knew we could get it here. It was 
a very welcoming experience.”

“It really has been well received … it lets 
employees know that we care about them and 
want to ensure that they have the support 
they need to enhance their well-being.” 

	 Elishae Johnson, PhD, system director of business health 
services and center for learning



DIRECT PATIENT SUPPORT
(including Cancer Centers)

TRANSPORTATION NEEDS

Patients assisted: 3,910
Funds used: $117,014

MEDICATION SUPPORT

Patients assisted: 290
Funds used: $30,637

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT,
HOME HEALTH, NUTRITION SUPPORT

Patients assisted: 966
Funds used: $16,150
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Meet Jessica LaGrand, a community health 
worker for Bronson Battle Creek Cancer 
Center. LaGrand’s position is funded through 
Bronson Health Foundation. She provides cancer 
prevention education and screening resources 
throughout Calhoun County. “The most 
fulfilling part of my job is when people take that 
first step to get screened,” says LaGrand.

2024 FUNDRAISING

Bronson Health Foundation was among the 
many community partners who invested in the 
launch of the Rx Kids program in Kalamazoo. 
This initiative, led by Kalamazoo Community 
Foundation, is a no-strings-attached cash 
prescription program for expectant mothers  
and infants in the city of Kalamazoo.

Total Contributions

$10,401,199

In 2024, you helped us 
reach a new milestone 

in giving—the 
highest total we’ve 

ever raised



This past year, you’ve created more than support—you’ve 
built a community of generosity that unites us all in shared 
purpose. Your investment advanced care technology 
for babies and families, swiftly addressed urgent needs, 
comforted patients in challenging times, and celebrated 
milestones of hope and healing. We’re deeply grateful  
for this vibrant community of Bronson champions  
and look forward with anticipation to what more  
we’ll accomplish together.
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In 2024, Dr. Mark Atkinson, 
anesthesiologist (retired),

completed a coast-to-coast 
bike ride in support of Bronson 
Children’s Hospital. He pedaled 
3,671 miles across 14 states, 
and raised an incredible $47,100 
to support programs, services 
and technology for hospitalized 
children and their families.

“Bronson Children’s Hospital 
holds a special place in 
my heart. I’ve witnessed 
firsthand the remarkable 
impact it’s had on the lives 
of individuals and families. 
It is a vital asset to our 
community.”

	 Mark Atkinson, MD


